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Sﬁeedy extravaganza for
serious racing enthusiasts

SHAMS NAGVI

hink of circuit racing
in India and there’s
onename that towers

abovethe rest. Almost three
decades back JK Tyre laid
down a long term and sus-
tained approach to promote
Motorsport in the country.
For the last 21 seasons the
‘company has been success-
fully organising the FMSCI
National Racing Champi-
onship and this year was
no different. All roads for
racingaficionados led tothe
Buddh International Circuit
over the last weekend as the
grand finale of the season
took place amid much fan-
fare. Of course there were
the regular categories like
BuroJK18and the LGB For-

Vishnu picked up just one
point, forcing him toyield the
title to his teammate. Delhi's
Rohit Khanna took the race
but it was good enough to
givehimonly the third place.

ixxer Cup
Chennailad Joseph Mathew

previous rounds this year.
On the opening day he fi-
nally lost the first race of
his season, but was still
comfortably placed on 60
points. Ai

izawl's Malsawm-
a won the last race
on Sunday,claiming the sec-
ond place i the overall run.
Mathew hungon to his lead
and the Cup, despite having
his worst round.

mula4but the Buddh Circuit Malsawmdwngliana also
T ot g AtthoBuddh nternationat ircuin Greater N Pl o4
final edition of  terj i i . ; points clear of the field. He prestigious AsiaCupof Road
the JKNRC with the return  Day 1 of the Grand Finale f’p" i m"‘,mrk‘"gﬁ'_ rpmmm"@fbe{g}" streaked past pole leader Race,ahead oftop Asian bik-
ofthe high-profile FIM Asia i Ind Dark Don's Rohit Khanna  ers, Australia’s Max Stauffer
‘CupofRoad Racing(ACRR), 2018 at the BIC. Karthik be- i i road Prasad  and Sri Lanka’s Hansika
gan o ’ "
thenob o ondition; arying ition and third positions. New
ous Asi ies. Two-  posit ddi i The itle. Rohit inder i
ics i "api- . 1d see th . i inR: Jaipy jay Si
19-day ride: behind Diljith TS, but that _ theJK Superbike Cup1oooce
theC y's most popularcities... was not good eniough to  and the Gooce categories re-
i N bring him back intoconten-  spectively.
1000cc and JK SBK 00co),  put up an aggressive run, tion. Over:s000 delighted fans
giving them a taste of really ~ even recording the fastest d wi
powerfulbikes. Iap time of 2:02:671 in the 2 i in fromt of 35,000 fans de- i i show
“We have had an exciting  ninth. He attacked Karthik  on the final day. Nayanand championship. Nayanhadto fending champion Prasad  led by UK's Terry Grantand
i ji ndaway Karthik commenced from be content with the second  wasupstagedin thelastrace. ~Lithuania’s Aras Gibieza.
wonderful to watch all the  past him. behind, from sixthand fith place while Ashwin Datta, ~With a clear 6-point lead, Thisisinaddition tospectac-
i it ing their task  who had been leadingafter — the MSport i ular stunt
ively. both the dri ir  that much tougher. Nayan, each of the earli 9 i buthe
P ight away, surging  howeve ive finished a di inting  lost i
,” Sanjay  past blow at the start third. ‘midway through the race. had provided the much
Sharma, the head of JK Mo- ik ondlapitself This opened a window of  needed boost to motorsport
torsports, said. “Ashwin by lling L 4 opportunity for his team-  in the country.
three points, givinghimato- ~ outofthe race. Vishnu Prasad from Chen-  mate Raghul Rangasamy, to

EuroJK18
Chenna's Karthik Tharani
and Mumbai's Nayan Chat-

talof2 points. A fitting fina-
lewas on the cards, with the

Itleft the field wide open  nai won race one and fin-
for Karthik, allowing him ished fourth in the second
» - kgt

makeasuccessfulchargeand
finish second, which landed
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